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A guide to the most beautifully
designed hotels in the world




Sugar
&

spice

Comprised of a series of buildings
with a vernacular feel, BELLE MONT
FARM on 51 Kilts was designed
by BILL BENSLEY 1o reflect the
heritage of the Caribbean island
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n the carly Fories, Arthur
Leaman, who would go on w
work at US M & Grevelen, took
an ill-faed Caribbean crose,
The freighter he was travelling
an brake down and the ships
oocupants were befi stranded on 52 hatis,
Thee stoey goes that Leaman stayed lor sev-
eral weels and pwifiily [ell in love with the
ialard and is people. Two decades later, he
returmed toset up The Golden Lemon=a
grarafly decorated inm perched on a ny
Meck of charcoal-coloured beach. Lea-
man i credited with changing the face of
toursm in St Birts, aurscung a glamor-
ous cast of characters who enjoved ‘doing
nothing — or everything with siyle’,

Toclay the lamd thrives on tourism and
i Diecember Lot year the doors opensed to
Belle Maost Farm, a collection of #4 gues
heuses [with another #0 bocome], s villas
aned seven farmbiouses nestled in the foot-
hills af Mount Lismuiga. This is the frst
chapaer in Trinidadian businessman Val
Kemspadon’s imgwressne Kittkan Hill pro-
jort — a $400-million ventune 1F st iabbe
heoury: The Villige - a celebration af Canb-
beears culture — will filbow shomby, and with
a fresh lick of paint, Arthur Leaman's
The Galden Lesron will reopen in 2016,

Belle Mont Farm is st m 400 acres
of osganic farmland. There are Gelds of
vetiver and lermson grass, pineapples sur-
round the pool, and West Indian cherries,
pumpkins and pomegranates grow in the
nurserics. This i a working farm, which
happens v house a hosel

Thie estane track weaves its way through
the organic golfl course, up, wp, up, 1,000
{ect above sea level ~ overhanging troes
obacure the rowte, and so much the better,
ai on arrival the views astound. The
Dusich mland of 5t Eustatius bes ahead,
Manked bey Saba and St Barths.

Diesigned by Bill Benaley; & master of
hotel architecture and exotic landseape
design, Belle Mona Farm reflecia fis sur-
roundings at every turn: vast windows
abound, alemost every propermy has s own
infimity pool and i you're staying in a guest
howse, you bathe under the stars. "My
guiding force in everything we buihd on sie
is the natural landscape,” explains il

Belle Mont Farm consists of a series of
buailklings, all built from seraich and heay-
by inlwenced bey the tradivonal Kinitian
vernacular — particularly the chattel
heases that popailate the island. Terraces
surrousd the clapboard guest houses,
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which in turn are encircled by palms and
hanana trees: the occasonal thisd marks
the descent of a falling mango. Steep,
pitched roolfs are shingled and designed
to withstand hurricancs and the preity
grey-and-white palene i accented with
the occassonal wash of pale blue paint.

The inseriors are colonial and refined,
with custom-made Carsbestyle furniture,
lowvred doors, roll-top baths, and bright
botanical paintings by Jocal artist Kate
S-pu_-n.u:rr. A rndiisonal sesthetse 18 teamexd
with state-pf-the-an technology - overy
room i kitted out with an iPasd pascked with
filemas susel a progecton soneen. [ i an WEpees-
sive piece of stagecraft that most of the
farmiture and fabrics were made in Asia.

Until the Mineties, sugas was the island's
main commodity = former plantabion
houses apd ramahackle windmalls sl
pepper the landscape. The restaurant and
har alfect this refinery ook with girder-hike
pillars and sheet-metal (looring. Bill's
design for the bar emulates a sugar-mall
stack, & hamdeome grey tower thar soars
shoywards. “It's such a striking form from
afar and i shouts 51 K" ke gos, The
Mill i decked out with vintage radios,
strings of rotund laght balbs and Bienaise
chairs. In beeping with Yal's susiainable
sasbon, all of the sione i mined onsite and
all ol the builders are local Rittinans.

The Kitchen, asthe restaurant i called,
is capacious with lofty ceilings and stone
colonnades inspired by the Brimsione
Hill Fortress. The look here & idsoayn-
cratc — Bill and his veam scoured eBay for
vintage rados, mid-cemtury desk lamps,
truriks and gramaphones

The decarason may be lighthearted,
buat the lood cenainby takes itsell seri-
;:u,u.l_'_.- Cheel []hr'mnphr Letard i.u"lurml
with creating sustainable cumine pre-
pared wsing fresh ingredients from the
farm or the ever-fruitful aecean. The
menu changes daily and is bursting with
indigenous ingredients such as moringn,
soursog, cassava and dasheen,

“The reason people travel is 1o find
samething dilferent,’ declares Ball. And
hie's certainky achieved a luxurious ather-
nieid at Belle Mant Farm. Relaoesd and
commforiable with daches of eccentracty,
the hotel delights in Kirtiian cultune and
dermandds that its guwests do the same O

Belly Moss Fare: 0= -85 58 46 39 51,
anvnh bellememdfarmcom. A double roam costs
£ 550 & might, BE'E, based on biwe sharing

hotel




